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Country living suits them fine 


By Gary Dodge 
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WAYSIDE— This once was a bustling 
community that sported a basketball 
team and held weekly dances, annual 
fairs and firemen’s picnics. 

It had a feed mill and lumber mill, a liv¬ 
ery stable, a blacksmith and two general 
stores, said Harold Schultz. 8239 County 
W, who has a collection of old photo¬ 
graphs and postcards of Wayside. 

Today, it has a bowling alley, a general 
store and three taverns. 

Wayside, in southern Brown County, 
also sponsors an annual spring festival 
every second Sunday in February that at¬ 
tracts many snowmobilers. 

Despite advances, the community still 
holds its country* charm. Many original 
buildings from Wayside’s early days still 

stand, Schultz 
said. 

"It’s the old 
way, more or 
less.” said Schultz, 72, that caused him to 
settle down in his hometown. "It’s not as 
modern. I think we progressed too fast. 
What we grew up with is taken away.’’ 

"I just like country living," he said. "1 
never had it in mv head to move into 
town.” 

"It’s very’ friendly. You never get in 
trouble with your neighbors." said Nor¬ 
man Nohr. 8093 Dickinson Road. 

Nohr, 70, still enjoys gatherings with 
the nearly 200-member Rough Riders 
Club, based in Wayside. 

The club holds horse-riding trips that 
last for days, said Nohr. who rides his 
horse "Wiz," on the trips. 

It took a five-day trip to Sturgeon Bay 
two years ago. and last summer the group 
rode on Washington Island. Everyone 
brings camping supplies, and at night 
they light a campfire, he said. 

The Rough Riders are planning a trip 
to Peshtigo this summer. Nohr said. 

The club formed 30 years ago after sev¬ 
eral riders kept getting together for Sun¬ 
day afternoon trots. 

Nohr said he also stays busy build¬ 
ing doll houses and making harnesses 
and wagons for miniature horses. 

He said of his lifestyle: "Some can pick 
the rocking chair but that’s not the way 
to retire.” 

The close-knit community stays con¬ 
nected through its local telephone com¬ 
pany. 

The first ring in Wayside was heard in 
1908 when Ceil Suchomel’s father. Joseph 
Hoffman, joined other investors to start 
the Wayside Telephone Co. 

The first switchboard was in her fa¬ 
ther’s home, said Suchomel, 3733 Way- 
side Road. 

Suchomel. 83, said she was a telephone 
operator until the company moved to 
Morrison in 1968. 

"I enjoyed it very much. It was some¬ 
body to talk to,” she said. 

She said being a switchboard operator 
was similar to the operators on the old 
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Horsing around: Norman Nohr trips in the area with the Rough 
rides his horse “Wiz” on many Riders Club of Wayside. 


The Wayside file 

□ Population: Approximately 200. 

□ Founded: Approximately 1853. 

□ Ancestry: German. Bohemian and 
Irish. 

□ Employment Most residents work 
in Brillion or New Holstein. Some 
work in Green Bay. 

□ Telephones: Wayside Telephone 
Co. serves area residents It was 
formed in 1908. In 1968, it moved from 
Wayside to nearby Morrison. 


Brown County 


people were born with silver spoons in 
their mouth. I was born with a switch¬ 
board." Suchomel said. 


Petticoat Junction television show. 

People knew when a call was for them 
by the ring. For example, if someone 
called a neighbor, the signal might have 
been two long, and two short rings. 

"I always said to everybody that a lot of 


■ Next week: Brookside in Oconto 
County 








side Telephone Co. Above, 
Harold Schultz, who keeps a 
collection of photos and post¬ 
cards of Wayside’s history, 
strums a guitar. 


Nice ring to it: Ceil Suchomel, 
in photo at left, of Wayside 
knows all about phones as a 
result of the many years she 
was an operator for the Way- 










